[A clinical study on bilateral metachronous pneumothorax].
Three hundred and thirty-six cases of spontaneous pneumothorax were treated in our hospital from 1976 to 1988. In these 336 cases, there were 49 cases (14.6%) of bilateral metachronous pneumothorax. Bilateral metachronous pneumothorax happened significantly more frequently in the younger generation. There was no correlation between occurrence rate of contralateral pneumothorax and Brinkman index. In addition, postoperative contralateral recurrence occurred in 18.1% of surgical cases under general anesthesia. Especially nitrous oxide might have influence on postoperative contralateral recurrence.